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and of efforts to suppress it.   The homicide in chapter iv is not a
case of blood revenge but of partisan murder.

546. Parties to Mood revenge. It was a very serious modifi-
cation of blood revenge when it was extended so that any kins-
man of the murdered man was bound to kill any kinsman of the
murderer. Hagen1 says : " No regulated societal common life is
possible where blood revenge is in full operation; not even on
the primitive stage of the Bogjadim state,'1 a village in German
New Guinea. This is true if blood revenge is allowed in the
in-group, or if the in-group has very low integration, for blood
revenge sets every man against his neighbor and makes society
impossible. Krieger 2 says of the same people: " The comrade-
ship of clansmen with each other in respect to their attitude
towards out-groups is most definite in blood revenge during the
stage between the kin-group organization and the lowest state
organization." If a nation stops in that stage, or even degener-
ates a little, blood revenge becomes a symptom of a state of
societal disease. It becomes firmly fixed, is elaborated, continues
beyond the stage of other things at which it can be useful, and,
as an institution, becomes a caricature. What is lacking is an
authority which can impose commands on the in-group and
extrude blood revenge from it. The Naga, in northeastern India,
fifty years ago lived in villages in which, if two men quarreled,
all the others took sides with one or the other and civil war
ensued. The experience of these quarrels and of blood revenge
produced "a reluctance to enter into quarrels which entailed
consequences so disastrous, and hence a society living in general
peace and honesty." The situation, however, was unstable, and
once or twice a year they had grand fights in which the entire
village participated by way of clearing off all old scores. Evi-
dently they had no adequate government or administration of
justice. Revenge is still, in case of a murder, "a sacred duty,
never to be neglected or forgotten/' although English rule has
modified the old usages and may bring those people into a bet-
ter political organization. Revenge is still a kin affair, not a
civil affair. It is handed down from generation to generation,

1 Untir den Papuas, 256.                                     2 Neu Guinea^ 199.